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International Opportunities for Adult Leaders
Are you interested in being part of the leadership team for a Girlguiding Ulster International Trip in 2025?
Have you completed or nearly completed the Leadership Qualification?
Have you attended or be available to attend the Travelling Abroad Programme Training (TAPT) before you travel in the summer of 2025? This not needed by the time of the weekend.  
Are you available to attend an International Opportunities Weekend (INTOPS) from 13th  – 15th September 2024 at Lorne 
If you've answered YES to the above questions, please read on!
There will be an International Opportunities Weekend at Lorne on Friday 15th –Sunday 17th September 2024 for girls and leaders who wish to be considered for a Girlguiding Ulster trip in 2025. This will be an activity-based weekend and include team building activities, outdoor challenges such as pioneering, cooking over open fires, sleeping under canvas and lots more!  At the weekend you will be responsible for a patrol and will be observed on your leadership skills, supervision, teamwork, interaction and communication with the group.  This will start on the Friday evening, and you will be responsible for pitching leaders’ tents, helping the girls set up camp, cooking all their meals with them, supervising their activities and finish striking camp on the Sunday. 
THIS IS NOT A TRAINING WEEKEND
THIS IS A SELECTION WEEKEND TO PARTICIPATE AS PART OF A LEADERSHIP TEAM FOR A GIRLGUIDING ULSTER INTERNATIONAL TRIP IN 2025 AND DOES NOT GUARANTEE YOU A SPACE ON A TRIP. 
Proposed Trips for 2025
Girlguiding Ulster are considering 3 separate trips:

· UK 
· World Centre 
· Service Project in Europe 
More details of the trips will be available at the INTOPS weekend. Taking part in an international camp is an unforgettable experience and you will have an opportunity to discover different cultures and landscapes, share ideas and build lasting friendships with people from all around the globe and have FUN!! A trip abroad can be a life-changing experience and leave you with memories that you will always treasure.  
How much is a trip likely to cost? 

The cost of each trip varies, depending on air fares etc. and are expected to cost from £1000 to £2000 depending on the location, type, and length of event.  There will be a payment plan for each trip. 

Girlguiding Ulster will provide funding for 40% of the cost of each trip for leaders.

Note: leaders are responsible for any passport & visa costs required for travel, and any personal spending money during the trip. 
Who can apply? 

All section leaders (i.e. Rainbows, Brownies, Guides and Ranger) are welcome to apply.
How can I apply to attend the INTOPS weekend?  

If you would like to be considered as part of the Leadership Team please:
1. Book a space and pay through the Girlguidng Ulster website. 
2. Complete the attached International Opportunities form
3. Attach a passport sized photograph (taken within the last 3 months)
4. Attach a copy of your GO Record with all your Girlguiding qualifications listed
5. Give to your Unit Leader (if an Assistant Leader) or the District Commissioner/Division Commissioner (if a Unit Leader) for signing and references (scan copies can be used if needed) by Friday 12th April. 
Your District Commissioner/Division Commissioner will then forward to the County Commissioner for final approval.  These forms will need to be with the appropriate person by Friday 12th April.  
Please ensure that the application is sent in good time to arrive at Lorne by the deadline – Friday 26th April 2024
If you need any further information, please speak to your County International Adviser or email Pamela (Ulster International Adviser) at ggu.international@girlguidingulster.org.uk. 
FORMS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED AFTER THE DEADLINE 

Leaders are expected to attend the full International Opportunities Selection Weekend from 13th - 15th September 2024  if they wish their application to be part of the leadership team for an Ulster International trip, to be considered.  The weekend will be under canvas and include Guides, Rangers and Young Leaders from all over Girlguiding Ulster.  The weekend will start on Friday evening and finish on Sunday lunchtime (exact times to be confirmed). You will be given a group of young people to look after over the weekend and be responsible for setting up camp, supervising during activities and helping prepare their meals.  You will also be assist them in striking camp.  

Attending this weekend does not guarantee you a space on an International next summer.  You will be observed throughout the weekend and you will receive an email within 4 – 6 weeks from September.  
Application to Lead an International Opportunity in 2025
Selection Weekend to be held from
Friday 13th  – Sunday 15th September 2024
Guidance Notes (please read before completing the opportunities form)
Note:  At all stages throughout the process, if a Unit Leader / District Commissioner / Division Commissioner, or County Commissioner feels that the form is incorrectly completed or they have any queries, these should be addressed immediately so as not to delay the form arriving within the deadline.  
Any forms received at Girlguiding Ulster that have not been completed correctly will be returned to the leader and may result in her not having the opportunity to be part of the leadership team for an international trip.  
It is the responsibility of the leader to ensure the form arrives at Girlguiding Ulster before the deadline (Friday 26th April 2024).
· Book a space and pay through the Girlguiding Ulster Website. 

· Leader to complete and sign application form. Keep a copy for your own records.
· Send application form to unit leader (if an assistant leader) or the District Commissioner / Division Commissioner (if a unit leader).  Please note a scanned version of the form can be emailed to the unit leader or District Commissioner / Division Commissioner.  
· Unit leader / District Commissioner / Division Commissioner completes the attached recommendation by Friday 12th April, signs the form, keeps a copy, and sends everything on to the County Commissioner.  Please note a scanned version of the form and attachment can be emailed to the County Commissioner.

· The County Commissioner reads the recommendation and if she approves it, signs the form, and sends everything on to the Ulster International Advisor.  The County Commissioner may also provide an additional recommendation if she feels it is appropriate.  
Where should completed forms be sent? Completed forms can either be sent by email or post.
Email: A scanned version of the form and attachments may be emailed to the Ulster International Advisor, marked 'Confidential' at (ggu.international@girlguidingulster.org.uk).  
Post Marked 'Private and Confidential' Ulster International Advisor, 30 Station Road, Craigavad, Holywood, BT18 0BP.Closing date Friday 26th April 2024. It is the responsibility of the leader who is applying to ensure the form arrives at Lorne before the deadline.
Application to Lead an International Opportunity 2025
To put yourself forward to be a Leader / Assistant Leader of an International Opportunity you must fill out this form and hold or have nearly completed the Leadership Qualification  

Completed forms must be received by Friday 26th  April 2024
COMPLETE IN BLACK PEN IN BLOCK CAPITALS REFERRING TO THE GUIDANCE NOTES

Surname: 





First name: 







Address (including postcode):  












Telephone number:  Home 




 Mobile 







Email address: 





 
Date of birth:  






Position(s) in Guiding:  






Membership Number:
________

Unit: 




District: 


___Guide County: 





	Qualifications (please tick as appropriate)
	Rainbow
	Brownie
	Guide
	Senior Section

	Leadership
	
	
	
	

	Going Away With Scheme Modules (Please state all modules completed):
	
	
	
	

	Going Away With Scheme Modules (Please state all modules currently working on that you hope to have completed by June 2024)
	
	
	
	

	Travelling Abroad Module
	
	
	
	

	Safe Space Level please specify
	

	First Response or 1st Aid qualification please specify

	


Overseas travel experience (privately and/or as a member of Girlguiding): 







Signed: 





  

Date: 







Leader 

Read and approved by:

Signed: 







Date: 







Unit Leader / District Commissioner / Division Commissioner * 

Signed: 







Date: 







County Commissioner

Signed: 







Date: 






Ulster International Advisor
* Delete as appropriate
Recommendation to Lead an International Opportunity 2025
To be completed by Unit Leader / 

District Commissioner / Division Commissioner

Name of leader: 





Membership Number :



How long have you known the leader: 










What experience/qualifications do you think the leader has, that should be considered:

Would you have any hesitation in recommending this person to be a leader/assistant leader on an international trip for Girlguiding Ulster?  





YES / NO *

Please provide any further information below or on a separate sheet if necessary   

Signed:  








 Date: 






Unit Leader / District / Division Commissioner * (Delete as appropriate)
Endorsed by: 







Date: 






County Commissioner #

# The County Commissioner may provide additional information on a separate sheet if she feels it is appropriate.  
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