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Girlguiding Ulster Awards

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
WHAT AWARDS ARE AVAILABLE?
There are two categories of award:

· Girlguiding Ulster Silver Ivy Award
· Girlguiding Ulster Ivy Award for Young Members

WHO CAN NOMINATE SOMEONE FOR AN AWARD?
Any member of Girlguiding Ulster can nominate another member for an Award, but the application must be endorsed by the County Commissioner.

WHO CAN BE NOMINATED?

Members of any age but please read the notes on each nomination form.  The awards are not designed to be a “thank you” on retirement.  
CAN A CURRENT COUNTY COMMISSIONER BE NOMINATED FOR AN AWARD?

No but an ex County Commissioner can be.
WHAT ARE THE GUIDELINES FOR YOUNG MEMBERS AWARDS?

· Any member under the age of 18 can be nominated

· The nomination must be endorsed by the County Commissioner

· Projects/service examples could include: Advocacy, Amplify, Peer Education, Young Member Executive, taking responsibility for organising a local event

CAN I NOMINATE MORE THAN ONE PERSON?

Yes.
WHAT ABOUT CONFIDENTIALITY?

As with all award applications confidentiality must always be maintained.  Please ensure that neither the nominee nor any family members are made aware of the application.

IF THE NOMINATION IS NOT SUCCESSFUL, WILL THE NOMINEE KNOW?

No, because the nomination process will be kept strictly confidential.

WHO FORWARDS THE NOMINATIONS TO THE THANKS & RECOGNITION GROUP?

The County Commissioner forwards the completed application, after she has made the final endorsement in confidence.
DO I NEED TO LIST ALL THEIR ROLES IN GIRLGUIDING?

No, for adult volunteers the Thanks & Recognition Group will have access to the GO record of the nominee.

HOW MANY AWARDS ARE PRESENTED?
There is no set number.  Awards are made based on their individual merit.

HOW OFTEN ARE APPLICATIONS REVIEWED?

Applications can be submitted at any time and will be reviewed by the group within 8 weeks of receiving the application.

WHAT KEYWORDS COULD I USE TO BENEFIT THE APPLICATION?

There are a number of key words that can be helpful, so think through what would apply to this person and what other words describe their individual approach and attitude, as well as describing their achievements. Examples of keywords which could be used (this is not a finite list). Please remember to use them in context giving supporting evidence 

Caring, compassionate, committed, encourages, enthusiastic, fun, helpful, inspirational, reliable, trustworthy

The following sentences could be completed to describe a nominee’s attributes in relation to their service and contribution to local guiding.  Again, examples and supporting evidence should be included.

· The nominee made innovative changes to ………….

· What makes them exceptional is ……………….

· The nominee has encouraged so many young people to …………….

· The nominee has given many girls and young women great opportunities to …………… 

· The nominee is such a good role model …………….

· The nominee always has time to ……………. 

The completed application must give the Thanks & Recognition Group a detailed picture of the person being nominated.  The Group members will only be able to make decisions on what is included in the application.  The emphasis should be on the contribution the person has made to Girlguiding.

WHEN WILL THE AWARD BE PRESENTED?

The award will be presented by a member of the Chief Commissioner Team normally at a County event. The County Commissioner will liaise with the Chief Commissioner regarding a suitable event.

WHAT ABOUT THE LAUREL AWARD AND THE SILVER FISH?

These Awards are administered by Girlguiding but the application is initially sent to, Girlguiding Ulster Thanks & Recognition Group.  Further information on these awards is available on the Girlguiding website.  www.girlguiding.org.uk
